The Balcony Beckons

With the right outdoor fu
can sizzle away in style

Mo lIZI-II:i.-'_L'1 considercd a "-"u'il‘-ll'l.{

space, the h.ﬁ-.'xn'_:r 15 seen 4s a

i prominent space in the design
space of a home. The growing
wend in interiors is to embrace the outdoors
as part of our Iving space and actually en-
hance the functionality of the home by
clever design, so as to allow eross ventilation
and INCOrPOrate o ling breezes to case the
soAnnE leMperatures,

A buleony, 'L-:'l'.',un.i.l or 51.111” in f lli.i_"|l.‘-
modern homes is a boon simply because 1t
facilitates the enory of fresh air, an open
space to relax and enjoy a slice of the out
doors by merely stepping outside our Tiving
FoOm

Even if you have no more than a few
suarnc feet of concrete that constitutes a bal-
conv it can be converted it a stylish outdaat
retreat for family and friends by following
these simple, e wt-cftective ops.

+= GET FLOORED

The foundation of a balcony is the flooring.
Think of how you plan to usc this space
then opt for the upiml.l! flooring.

"It's a good idea to choose flooring that 1s
skid-proofl and matt in fimish as warer over-
flows or drips from potted plants and wet
footwear can cause accidents and falls due to

rniture and a dash of creativity your balcony or patio
this summer. FAREEDA KANGA shows you how.

slippery floors ™ says Aarti Joshi, Architect
.l‘hi -II:'I[L'Ti!I'aI' :‘lrxi[:m.'].

Ceramic tiles ua}?ﬂ.'i,hfll' the :::r.l;”.'.'i VATICTY
are the most hardweanng and impermeable
of all floor materials and ideal for thas zone.
Today they are available in numerous
colours, shades and even shapes, for example
a leading manufacturer has just introduced a

jagged cdge tile for a funky unconventional
look. Ceramic tiles, Vitrified tiles, Paving
tiles, Designer Chequered riles, Cement
Terrazzo tiles; the list is endless. Decoranve
techmgues on these tiles can transtorm
them into masterpieces,

A new trend n outdoor flooring, IPE
outdoor deck flooring mves the look and
feel of real wood without the hassle.

"A versatile practical floor solution, 1t 1s
extremely popular due to its dense and
strong nature, reliabihty, and durability. Thas
kind of decking is naturally resistant to de-
cay of wood and w d damaging orgamisms
like ants and moulds; hence 1t 15 ideal tor
outdoor installations. 1PL makes it possible
for anyone to create a small ousis of tran
quillity 1 their own backyard, patio or ter-
race. without the need for complex and ex-
PEnsSive CONSTTICTIoN Wi wrk.” Says Abhushek
Saraf, Joint Managing Director, Square
Foot, Flooring Solunons.

= FURNITURE FIRST

Once vou have your busics in place - the fun
of decorating begins! Don't over clutter your
balcony with too many ¢ hairs o it will look
L'14.|'~'-’~11‘ti.

A few comfy cane or all weather synthet-
i.L' L'-[LIII'.‘- are .1]1 t}'-;.'lTl‘ﬂ m‘L'L[l‘Ll. ]]'_','L-L'. are m
the habit of entertaining a lot then opt for
the stackable variety so they don't take up
too much space. "For an mstant facelift add
a dash of colour to lift the mood. Think of
using textured pillows and cushions to en-
hance the space,” says garden designer Urmi
Shah. "Outdoor materials are no longer pla
sticky and uncomfortable to withstand the
weather." She adds

Run out of space? Don't worry; just
throw a few o ymify [loor |j'l.|11|.|'||."|'!~ and vonla
there is instant seating for all.

Another clever design mck is to add a
rextured ourdoor g on the {loor 1o Elu'il
vour balcony furnishings together, Essen-
rially the rug will brighten up tiles, marble,
pavers, or wood flooring, hold your colour
scheme down to the ground, and create aw
suatl centre for your outdoor room.

-=» DECORATION DO'S AND DON'TS
Balconies are more integrated with the inte-
riors than a garden or a lawn, so you could
acrually decorate this space as an extenson

of your living room.




