WHaT | oo | Explored the city
not on fool as is otherwise recom-
mended. but on a classic Harley
Davidson, a novel service provided
for tourists who are too hot to trot!
Dined on local delicacies in Mel-
bourne’s oldest tram that has been
refurbished in Pullman-styvie decor
to become the world's lirst moblle
tramcar restaurant. Soared above
the city in a hot air balloon and
landed in the picturesque Yarra val-
ley for a superb champagne break-
fast, with only the cattle and live-
stock for company.

Wwar | saw | The Mecen of cricket -
The Melbourne Cricket Ground. one
of the most historical sporting venues
in the world. Thirteen hectares of
rolling lawns and 60,000 plaat
species al The Roval Botanical Gar-
dens which give Melbourne a sense of
tranguil spaciousness, Acclaimed as
one of the most outstanding public
gardens in the world, they are the
green lungs ol this vibrant city.
WHAT | BouGHT | The Gourmel
foods. authentic Australian
artelacts and souvenirs at the
largest open-air market in the
southern hemisphere. Queen
Vicloria Market is more than just
Melbourne’s shopping mecca - it's
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MELBOURNE
ON A HARLEY .

a historic landmark, a tourist atirac-
tion and an institution for Melbour-
nians. Almost a thousand traders sell
evervthing from exotic Australian
fruits and vegetables to hardware,
clothing etc,

Wiar | Learnt | Melbournians take
their sporis very seriously ... Beil rug-
by . cricket or the upcoming Com-
monwealth Games. the cily lives and
breathes sports. They excel in hosting
high-calibre international events like
The Australian Open Tennis Champi-
onships, The Melbourne F1 Grand
Prix and The Melbourne Cup, Aus-
tralia’s premier horserace.

Wwnar | ukep | The city exudes a Eu-
ropean charm with its outdoor cales,
fusion of arts and events, leisure, hos-
pitality and PLC menading. In Mel-
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discovers the charms of
Australia’s second city

bourne, there's something lor every-
one — pdventure sporis for the
adrenaline junkie. arts and colture
for the high-browed. Add to that,
world-class shoppiog and interna-
tionally acclaimed food. and of
course, the Yarea valley wines that
are enjoyed worldwide.
WHAT | DIDN'T UKE | Temperatures
can Muctuate and suddenly the sun-
shine makes way for drafty winds,
calehing tourists by surprise. The cily's
famous boutique hotels. though
irendy 1o boot. offer service that Muc-
tuales between borderline snobbery
and gruciousness,
Wwuar | Recomeno | Plan an Itiner-
ary that allows st least five davs in Mel-
bourne, Apart from the city sights,
many of the state’s regional atirac-
tions, including valleys of vineyards
and international surl beaches, are
less than a two-hour drive from the
city and are a must-see. Whether
its deserts, Alpine ski resorts,
mighty rivers, great lakes,
wildlife, or the unparalleled
spectacle and beauty of the
world-renowned  Great
Ocean Road, Melbourne and
its environs all offer a quality
experience,
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