Planespotting in London

An aviation museum near Heathrow traces the timeline of commercial flying, with a section on India’s transatlantic history
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Wi always been fascinated b

the roar of & jet-enigine and the

smell of sviation fumes hang-

ing in the alr. An jdeal past

time for me as a kid wis driv-
ing to Sahar airport in Mumbsai
and watching these gleaming
glants take off and Jand. | was
therefore thrilled to discover o
tiny museum, The Heritage
Centre, that one could visit “by
appaintment only’ located at
Waterside, close to London’s
Heathrow Airport

Alrcradt enthusiasts prepan: (0
be envthralled, for within the four
walls of The Hertage Collection
vou will find captivating info
graphics highlighting the history
of air travel via maps, memoratil- =
b4, records and artefacts belonging daatahs
1o comparnics such as BOAC, -
BEA, BSAA and the =1 s Wi, Avtgust 1919 by Afrcraft
pre-war bperial R ah s ek . Transport and Travel
Alrways, the e bt Lud (ATET), we
eariy Hritish ' ' stroll past
commercial vepia-tinted alleys
long-range air and model air-
transport i craft showcasing
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sand feet above the ground and at
around 100 miles an hour. They
could not fly more than 300 miles
without refuelling. But the aircraft
interiomns were lusurious and ser-
vice standards were high,” Jarvis
explalns. Desplte the drawibacks
of limited technology, the ability
to turn a 6-week crufse into a
10-day flight meant the aircraft
garnered a lot of suppart from HM

e
s %

-

!

T e .
R e R e

e

“““n.urlr\l

: s BV .'..'I. o By
- 'L."-".'I:!l';EI?-.L‘-'{}" ]
- Teser | e

ing from 1924 10
1939, For aviation
gecks ke me, itisa 98

priceless experience s CIise & i) “In the carly days, Government for ferrying its dipko-
as | was lead around by N flying was a luxury mats ard celebrities around — |
Paul Jarvis the curator ——_— reserved for the rich who aside from its postage. &

whose knowledge and love of
aviatlon is nonparell. Starting from

normilly travelled by cruise
ship. Those early aircraft —

With World War 11, civilian
transpart took a back seat, but it

-

the memaorabilia that highlights |
the first scheduled internastional
flight from London to Paris on 25
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was a boom time for the
development of the nircrift
in terms of technology, an
era that famonosly lead 1o the
et engine. One display show-
cases the Alr Transport
Suxiliary, the civilian body
that flew aircraft from factory
o wdrfield. During the whr,
v 300,000 abrcraft were
delivered, a staggering nm-
bercome to think of it

It was equally theiiling to
see the amount of space
devoted to the Insugural
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Indin-service from London to
Prelhiin 1929, & joumey- that
took 7 days, 4 different air-
craft and 20 stops! (See box)
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The best part about The
Heritage Centre is that 1t Is
manned by volunteers,
whose dedication, combined
with the benevolence of stath
and former colleagues who

| lent precious artefacts, has

bullt the collectlon o wital
it is today
Aside from memorabilia,

| the collectinn comprises an

extenstve document archive

Argosies, Atalantas, HP42s and fly-
| ing boats — were slow and nolsy,
| flying at no more than a few thou-

Diad you knew that imperial Alr-
waiys' first Landing in india was
a6 8 January 1927, whean b de

Havilland DHEE Hercules land-
o in Dalhi after a journay that
started at London {Croydon) on
26 Decomber 19267 The pas-
soangers incloded the UK's Sec-
ratary of State for Air (Sir Sam-
ual Hoare}, the Director of Clvil

recording the formation,
development and aoperations
of alrline comparnies such as
British Airways, Over 400
uniforms from the 1930s to
the present day are preserved
hete, along with a large
collection of alrcraft models.
A historically important
library of thousands of
photographs is also available
and 15 probably the most
compiete set of aviation
posters In the UK

Aviation (Sic Sefton Brancker)
and Imperial's Managing
Direcior [Goorge Woods-
Humphery]. To honour the oc-
casion, the gircraft was named
City of Delhi.

imperial Airways inmagurat-
ed fits first subcontinental ser-
vice frem London to India (Ka-
rachl]. The route was London

HOW THE SARI

TOOK FLIGH]
Because flying was the pre
rogative of the rich, much

| attention was given to the

uniforms of the crew. One ol
thie muselm's mone popular
archives {5 the one that
showenses the uniforms of ak:
hostesses. A lovely bit of
trivia Is that BA launched the
sari for |ts stewardesses long
liefemte Adr Indial In 1958,
BOAC becamie the first inder-

plas-Corfu-Athens-Sods
(Crete}-Tobruk-Alexandria by
Caleutta (by Mying boat), Ak
andria-Gara-Ruthah Wells-

Lin-
goh-lash-Gwadar-Karachi by
DHBE Hercites, The planned

VBT DGA
The musedm ks open Mon-Fri
and the Best way 1o GITENEE &

continéenial airiine to
nitreduce Indian stewardesses
on its services — again betore
Alr India — and it adopted
the sari as the stewardesses
official uniform in the alr.

slialr route eouwld not be oper-
sted as Haly would not allow
Buitish aircrall to enter italy
from Franco, and flylng over
tha Alps then was nol conshd-
erod practical, The London-Ka-
rachi journey Wimo was sevan
days and the single fare £130,
By Deceimbar, the sarvica had
reached Delhi,
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visit is by emalling them st~ *

ba. Lmassumibacom. No
admission charge, iF ammiving
by public transport, you can
use e staff bus from Heath
row siport:

BOAC, and subssquently
British Airwirys, cabin crew
continued to wear the sars
untl mid-2008, when the
fvew "kurta suit’ replaced the

| e undtorm.



